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Artist in Residence Survey Summary 

June, 2008 

 

General Comments  Survey was available online for 2 weeks 

 Teachers and Parents were given separate surveys 

 The number of teachers responding was 16 (about 73% of 
grade level staff) 

 The number of parents responding was 58 (out of 301 
members = 19%) 

Teacher Summary  In general, extremely positive comments about the program, 
the quality of teaching, the value of the time spent and desire 
to see it continue. 

 Less enthusiastic about shifting funds from their classroom 
enrichment funds to cover AIRτwould prefer another source. 

Parent summary  Overall, enthusiastic response to the art, the education of their 
kids, the teachers and need for it to continue. 

 Less enthusiasm for shifting funds from classroom enrichment.  
A couple of suggestions for fundraising specifically for this 
program. 

Recommendations  A lot of support from staff and parents 

 Increased need for publicizing with the parents 

 Identify the art from AIR 

 Increased funding needs to come from other sources 
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TEACHER SURVEY SUMMARY 

(1 = LOW AGREEMENT, 5 = HIGH AGREEMENT) 

 

 

 

  

1
0%

2
0%

3
19%

4
12%

5
69%

1. The frequency of art sessions for our 
class was adequate (8 weeks for each 

grade).

1
0%

2
0%

3
19%

4
12%

5
69%

2. The time spent in each class 
session (1 hour/session) was just 

right.

1
0%

2
0%

3
6%

4
6%

5
88%

3. AIR met my 
expectations

1
0%

2
6%

3
19%

4
37%

5
38%

4. The AIR curriculum should 
complement the classroom 

curriculum.

1
6%

2
6%

3
19%

4
19%

5
50%

5. The AIR curriculum did 
complement the classroom 
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1
0%

2
0%

3
0%

4
6%

5
94%

6. The kids seemed to be excited 
about their experience in AIR 

classes this year.
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7.  I was able to see creative 
growth with the kids 

participation in the AIR classes
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8.  If we needed to fund additional 
dollars, I would support shifting 

the $200/teacher classroom 
enrichment to AIR.
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9. I believe that the AIR program should be 
continued next year
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TEACHER SURVEY SUMMARY 

 

TEACHER GENERAL COMMENTS  My students and myself truly enjoyed this program and continue to talk 
about the elements of art we can apply to other things in the classroom. 

 This is a wonderful program. It is well thought out, organized, and age 
appropriate. The children love it. 

 Without AIR my students would have a huge void in art instruction as it's not 
an area of strenght for me. 

 The quality of the Art projects was outstanding and the concepts were 
covered well. One hour was not quite enough time although I was impressed 
with how well the inructors kept the class on task and moving to completion 
of the projects.  

 I believe it is the classroom teacher's responsibility to integrate the lessons 
from AIR into their curriculum. It is simple. It just needs to be deliberate. 
Some of the classes required a little too much listening from the 
children...the more hands on the better. 

 I LOVE, LOVE, LOVE this program! I simply do not have the 
time/resources/ability to give my students the professional, enriching, and 
creative experiences this program provides for our students. I think we need 
to do whatever we can to keep it!! 

 This is a wonderful program. It goes beyond expectations. They put in so 
much time outside to make it seamless for students who have an hour to 
complete a project. Objectives are clear, the atomsphere is positive...I would 
hate to be out all the classroom dollars, but I wouldn't mind a reduction to 
keep this program going for students. 

 The AIR teachers were able to teach my kids art "concepts" along with their 
art project and were comfortable demostrating the technique/principle they 
were teaching.....two things that I can't really do. 

 This is a fantastic additon to our school. Crystal and Lynne are amazing 
teachers and do things I wouldn't have time or know how to do in my 
classroom. 

 We have been so lucky to have this program at our school. I hope we will 
have it again next year! 

 Thank you for all your hard work! 

TEACHER FUNDING COMMENTS  Is this the amount (I think it is $300) alotted to teachers to spend on their 
classroom/students? If so, this is a tough one because we all spend so much 
out of our pockets and the PTA money has helped us so much. 

 I really, really injoyed the AIR program, as well as the kids. I hope to see this 
continue. I find I don't get enough time on my own to create such wonderful 
projects for the students.I would very much caution reducing the teacher 
stipend to support AIR if at all possible. I use every last penny and it is greatly 
needed each year. We still spend our own money in addition to the 
enrichment stipend.Again, thank you so much!!! 

 The program has been fantastic and the students really enjoy going. As far as 
shifting money from our classroom funds to AIR, I think that teachers spend 
over their 200$ per year on classroom needed supplies. Neither teachers, or 
AIR should have to pay out of pocket. Also, higher communication with 
parents about the program would be beneficial. 
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PARENT SURVEY SUMMARY 

(1 = LOW AGREEMENT, 5 = HIGH AGREEMENT) 
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2. I have enjoyed the AIR projects 
my child has brought home this year
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4. I know that the AIR classes were 
paid for by my PTA dollars.

1
5% 2

7%

3
26%

4
18%

5
44%

5. I would be willing to donate 
dollars and/or supplies for AIR.
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6. I would be willing to volunteer 
some time with the AIR program.
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PARENT SURVEY SUMMARY 
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7. If we needed to fund additional 
dollars, I would support shifting 

the $200/teacher classroom 
enrichment to AIR.
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8. I believe that the AIR program 
should be continued next year

PARENT GENERAL COMMENTS  Thank you for the all the hard work, planning and creativity! 

 The teachers do an awesome job working with the students! It's great to see 
how much they have learned about the elements of art - it's not just arts & 
crafts time; it's much more educational than I expected. The art projects are 
great and I love that they are varied by grade level. My kids love to see what 
each other has done in class and have even asked to do similar projects at 
home so that they too can have the experience. I am so glad that we have a 
formal art program at NBE. Many of the teachers "do" art in the classroom, 
but the AIR instructors "teach" about art which is something that doesn't 
often happen at the elementary level. One suggestion for next year would be 
to have the AIR team and grade level teachers see if there is a way to apply 
classroom learning to the projects - eg last year 1st grade did a project where 
the class teacher could point out the science curriculum terms of force and 
gravity during the process of making the garden stakes. It was great to see 
the kids associate the two. 

 My kids really look forward to art day and have really enjoyed this program. I 
think art is an important part of education and would like it to continue. 

 I have volunteered in both of my children's AIR classes and believe it to be an 
outstanding program though I am not sure parents who have not been in the 
class to see what the kids truly are learning, would be able to appreciate it 
fully. Also, just to note that the kindergarten and first grade classes are not 
complete yet so again, unless you've been in the class, there isn't any way for 
those parents to have seen any of the art work for this year. 

 I have been so impressed with the quality of art education the instructors are 
providing. They are doing a terrific job and I feel very blessed to have my 
children participating. It is a great addition to their education. 

 AIR goes far beyond the in-class occasional craft project and is a great step 
forward in providing the much needed and valuable education in art for the 
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children at NBE.   AIR is an awesome program! 

 I think AIR is a great program. Not all teachers have the time or inclination to 
really teach art, and I think it's so important kids have a chance to explore 
their creativity in this way. The 3 instructors are top-notch. I love their belief 
that all kids can create art when given the chance. I hope PTA can continue 
the AIR program! 

 My daughter was very disappointed that the classes ended. She absolutely 
loved doing the art. 

 THANK YOU!!! Asa Cheney LOVED it he says!!! It would sure be a shame to 
not have any AIR or art programs available to students who have strong 
interests.  Thanks to Lynne & Sam!!! 

 The AIR program was phenomenal! I feel that my child was definitely 
enriched by this wonderful program. I am grateful that this has been 
incorporated into my child's learning at NBE. 

 I think it is very important to have art integrated into the elementary 
curriculum. Our teachers have different levels of ability and desire to teach 
art in their own classroom therefore every child has a different experience 
based on who their teacher is. Also, our teachers do not have the time or 
money to do projects with materials other than those from the workroom. 
The other elementary schools in the Valley have art programs in one form or 
another where the students get to do projects. The AIR program teaches the 
fundamentals of art. In any subject, if you don't understand what you are 
doing or why you are doing it, what is the point? North Bend Elementary 
needs an art program and this program is the one it needs 

 I was so impressed with the Art program and the concepts Melanie taught 
the kidnergartners. I think this made a huge impact on the children. Being 
able to create anything and to know that it is allright and still considered 
art, has given the kids confidence that extends to other areas of work 
including, reading and writing. I was impressed with the level of the lessons 
prepared by the teacher. 

 Great job everyone! Thanks so much for getting art to the kids! 
 

 I don't know what projects came from the AIR program??? 
 

 I think the art program is important and glad it is supported by PTA. 

 I know my children enjoyed every class they attended. It wasn't just a time 
for coloring or painting, they actually learned the color wheel. My 2nd grader 
is telling me the primary colors and what colors are next to each other. They 
learned so much and had such fun doing it. They came away with such 
wonderful projects.   Thanks AIR 

  

 This program is an incredible way to teach the students hands on experience 
with art. They get so much more out of making their own art, than looking at 
someone else's. This program helps the children be creative, imaginative and 
harbors a sense of accomplishment by all. 

 

 My son loved creating and exploring art this year. What a gift! Thanks. 

 I was not aware of the AIR program, only that there is art in class! 
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 Thanks! My kids really enjoyed AIR 
 

PARENT FUNDING COMMENTS  The PROCESS of learning art fundamentals is as important or more important 
than having perfect products. My kid has enjoyed the program and you have 
done a good job. I don't think it's wise to suggest taking money out of 
classrooms. A fundraiser would be better. 

 I'm not sure what the $200 teacher enrichment gets used for now, so I don't 
know if it would be better spent on AIR. 

 I'm a little uncomfortable with a blanket decision to shift the classroom 
enrichment to this program. There are so many things that it can be used for, 
and teachers each have different strengths and weaknesses where the 
enrichment can be used. This seems to prioritize art over many other 
essentials that the money is used for. I would suggest the PTA have a 
seperate line item at enrollment time where parents can make individual and 
seperate donations to the AIR program. And, seperate fund raising just for 
AIR is another possibility - i.e. - perhaps art/craft kits at all of the events 
who's profit goes to AIR. 

 It would be important to know how the $200 enrichment is being used in the 
classroom before switching to the AIR program. Teachers should not be 
paying for classroom supplies out of their own pocket! 

 I have volunteered both this and last year for the AIR program. These ladies 
have done a great job. It is not just arts and crafts, but art education. They 
have put a lot of effort into it and taught the kids a lot. The projects are all 
relevant to the grade levels. I would rather see this program than field trips 
be available for the kids. I do not know what the classroom enrichment 
money is used for so its hard to say whether that is appropriate. This is a 
public school that should have art included in my child's education without 
me having to spend more money and time than I already do. Please keep this 
program. 

 If you are giving teachers $200/year..you should have them complete at the 
beginning of the year a simple grant application to indiciates how funds are 
being used. Giving them $ to "play" is not charitable and worthy of support. 

 My son loved this program. I wouldn't want to shift the $200/ teacher 
classroom enrichment to AIR if the teachers didn't support this. I believe that 
their opinion on question 1.7 should matter the most!!!! 

 I'm not sure what the $200 teacher classroom enrichement money goes 
toward currently. 


